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EDITED BY ROBERT SMITH. they have often dressed up as a Scaramouch | acknowledge that I have received information 


to frighten the timid and credulous, is a com-| which is perfectly new to me. If a few in- 
plete amalgamation of the two races. And temperate defenders of African rights have 
the countenance, recently given to this doc-|chosen to profess an opinion in favour of im- 
trine, by some professed abolitionists, has|mediate amalgamation, the union of such a 
been eagerly seized by those who are inimi-| doctrine with that of abolition appears to me, 
cal to the general improvement of the Afri-|in the present state of society, quite as absurd 
can race. As might have been foreseen,\and unnatural an amalgamation as that of the 
they have endeavoured to confound the amal-|races. It is, however, even’ with these vi- 
gamation of the races with the abolition of sionary theorists, nothing but a theory. For 
slavery, and to make the latter appear as a which of them has proved the sincerity of his 
necessary consequence of the former. In a! profession by espousing an African wife? It 
late trial, in a neighbouring state, where the is true the attempt to tack amalgamation to 
question at issue was the validity of a will, in| the skirts of emancipation is not new. It is 
which a considerable sum was bequeathed | an old expedient for rendering a cause odious 
for the purpose of establishing a school for| which sober argument must assail in vain. In 
the instruction of coloured children, upon aj the first congress, 1759-90, several petitions 
plan nearly resembling the Fellenburg sys-| for the abolition or restriction of the African 
tem; the terrors of amalgamation were hung|slave trade were received ; one of which was 
out, in the most appalling colours, to alarm and | from our yearly meeting, signed by 535 
bewilder the court and jury. The identity| Friends. [na speech opposing the petition, 
of abolition and amalgamation was a point| Jackson, of Georgia, used expressions to this 
strenuously urged, on the part of those inte-|import: ‘‘ Though the Quakers may choose 
rested in diverting the bequest from the de-|to intermarry with them, there are others 
is much more likely to rouse the passions, |clared and obvious design of the testator.| among us who ill ghaose. to. preserve. Abeir 
‘ to conminge . ; . And" the stpport given to this doctrine ‘by |race unsullied. e, however, did not give 
class of citizens whom it is particularly im-|some who ought to have known better, was|any case of such intermarriage. No doubt 
portant to gain. When a cause, essentially |not overlooked. he had the best possible reason for the omis- 
good, is urged with veheinence, and intem-| Not wishing, at this time, to discuss the|sion—he had none to give. It would appear 
perate zeal, while opponents are enraged,|question whether an amalgamation of the|as though the danger of amalgamation was 
men of cool and sober judgments are kept)races would be an evil or not, I shall briefly |like the principles of Des Cartes, capable of 
aloof by the manner in which it is presented |and at once inform the reader, that | am not, |explaining any thing that is, or any thing that 
to them. Of the numerous writers who have|and never was, an amalgamationist. My edu-|is not. Is a petition presented for abolishing 
laboured to emancipate the African slave,|cation and general habits of thought are op-|the slave trade? Amalgamation is called up 
very few, indeed, appear to me to have ma-| posed to it: yet, I have been from the earliest|to oppose it. Is a legacy left to educate co- 
naged the cause so judiciously as John Wool-| period of recollection an abolitionist. In my|loured children in the common elementary 
man. In the works of that estimable man, | intercourse with the friends of abolition, the | branches? Amalgamation again rears its gob- 
on the subject of African servitude, we find| subject of amalgamation has seldom compe-|lin form to prevent the application of the 
no strains of impassioned eloquence, nothing |ratively been brought into view. As there | bequest. 
calculated to awaken the passions, either of has, of late, been so great an effort to wed| Who then are the real amalgamationists ? 
the friends or enemies of the cause. Main-|these characters, or to make them appear! The answer is important, it is easy, and it is 
taining, with unflinching firmness, the stan-| identical, it may, perhaps, be well to enquire | general. The slaveholders. In all ages, and 
dard of Christian morality, he does not forget| who are the real efficient advocates and pro-|among all nations where personal slavery has 
that the master, as well as the slave, is a man| moters of amalgamation. If we look into the | been tolerated, amalgamation has attended, as 
and a brother. Though he beara a faithful) lives of those who have most powerfully vin-|the shadow follows the substance. A slave 
testimony against oppression, yet his manifest | dicated the rights of the African race, either | trade was prosecuted in the time of Henry the 
freedom from every angry feeling, no less| by the pen, in courts of justice, or in the halls|Second, between England and Ireland, in 
than the force of his arguments, opens his|of legislation, do wo find thom mingling | which the masters aud slaves were of the 
way to the understanding and the heart.|amalgamation, either theoretic or practical,/same colour, If we wish to learn whether 
Those who patiently read his writings, if they| with their doctrines, or with their practice ?/ amalgamation accompanied it or not, we ma 
should even fail to be convinced by his rea-| Did Sandiford, Say, Woolman, Benezet, Mif-| find the case stated in terms sufficiently clear 
sonings, can hardly fail to admire and love} flin, or Boudinot, in this country; or Sharp, | in Henry’s history of England, ‘ Upon ar- 
the man. And a favourable opinion of an| Wilberforce, Clarkson, Dilwyn, Buxton, in| riving at the Cape of Good Hope,” says Vaii- 
advocate must unavoidably produce a bias in| England, or any of those countless labourers, | lant, “ we are surprised at the multitude of 
favour of his cause. It is a subject of serious| whose juint exertions have at length swept| slaves, whom we see there as white as the Eu- 
regret that among the many who have openly |the curse of slavery from the British domi-|ropeans. And yet the whites have never been 
espoused the same righteous cause, 80 few|nions, ever advocate amalgamation in theory, | reduced to slavery in this country ; the slaves 
have imbibed the spirit of John Woolman. jor promote it in practice? If any one ean|there on the contrary have always been of 
One of the consequences, which the sup-| point me to an instance of a real efficient ad-| Ethiopian origin. From the masters and Ethi- 
porters of the slaveholding system have la-| vocate of the cause of abolition, having mar-|opean slaves, hive sprung a race which whit- 
boured to attach to its abolition, and which) ried a wife of the African race, 1 shall freely | ening further and further in each generation, 
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And one shall say unto him, What are these wounds 
in thine hands? And he shall answer, Those with 
which | was wounded in the house of my friends.— 
Zech. xiii. 6. 

It has been with the cause of anti-slavery 
as with that of religion, it has sometimes suf- 
fered more from the indiscretion of its advo- 
cates, than from the malignity of its open 
enemiés. It is sorrowfully true, that not a 
few of those who, of latter time, have pro- 
fessedly espoused the cause of the African 
race, have treated the subject in a way which 
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THE FRIEND. 


have finally become exactly similar to those | In our twenty-fifth number, (28th ult.,) we 


who hold them in slavery.”’* 
at the slavery recently existing in the British 
West Indies, or to that still maintained in our 
southern states, we still find amalgamation its 
constant attendant, in its most disgusting and 
degrading form. For the advocate of slavery 
to raise an outcry against amalgamation, is 
something like the conduct of the highway- 
man who, when an alarm was made, began to 
cry stop thief! louder than any of them. It is, 
however, rather more ridiculous, because it 
does not even serve as a trick to conceal his 
real character. 

If we agree that amalgamation is an evil, 
let us act rationally in our efforts to check its 
progress. Let us exert our greatest energies 
in the removal ofits most active cause. ‘The 
evil is not to be prevented by holding the co- 
loured race in bondage, nor by enacting laws 
to prohibit their instruction in science and lite- 
rature. Let them enjoy the rights to which 
as members of the human family, and objects, 
equally with ourselves, of redeeming grace, 
they are unquestionably entitled. Let their 
children enjoy the benefits of education. Let 
them be taught to respect themselves ; and to 
see that the colour of the skin is no impedi- 
ment to their rising into respectability in life. 
Let us Jabour not only to extinguish slavery, 
but to remedy the evils and remove the degra- 
dation which slavery has produced. These 
are probably the most effectual means that 
can be devised and executed, to arrest the 
progress of amalgamation. As things are now 
among us in this non-slaveholding community, 
intermarriages between the different races sel- 
dom occur, when the parties are respectable. 
Where such marriages do occur, the greatest 
share of respectability is likely to be on the 
side of the coloured person, for the white com- 
plexion would be deemed a counterpoise to a 
considerable share of merit. But if the cha- 
racter of the coloured race were sufficiently 
raised, they would unquestionably prefer com- 
panions of their own race, to those of inferior 
merit though cf a fairer hue. And if “some 
fifty or an hundred lustrums hence,” when 
slavery shall be known to posterity only as one 
of the vices which disgraced their half civil- 
ized ancestors; when the prejudices which 
slavery has engendered shall have passed away 
and. been forgotten, it should be discovered 
that there is no natural antipathy between per- 
sons whose ancestors, ten or twenty genera- 
tions back, emigrated from different sides of 
the Mediterranean, it may be safely left to the 
people of that day to decide whether the two 
races shall then like-kindred drops be mingled 
into one, or whether they shall still preserve 
their native caste. At all events, perplex our- 
selves as we will, they will decide for them- 
selves ; and we may be assurcd no witch of 
Endor will be engaged to disturb the repose 
of the grave, for the purpose of enquiring what 
advice we may be disposed to give on the sub- 
ject. E. L. 


* Sismondi’s Review of J. Compte. African Ob- 
server, p. 257. 


If we look back | 


noticed under the éditorial head, the applica- 
tion made by the Hicksites to the legislature 
of New Jersey, at its late sitting, for a law 
compelling a division of the property of the 
Society. We have obtained a copy of the bill, 
as originally presented, the remonstrance pre- 
sented by the meeting for sufferings in this 
city, and other papers connected with the sub- 
ject, which we lay before our readers. It is 
proper to observe, that the bill underwent 
such modifications in the lower house, as con- 
fined its provisions entirely to the Society of 
Friends, and expunged that part which went 
to dissolve the jurisdiction of the Yearly Meet- 
ing of Pi\\sdelphia over its members. 


STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 


An Act relative to the unincorporated Reli- 
gious, and other Associations, in this state. 


Whereas, Almighty God is the only Lord 
of conscience; and no man, or number of 
men, on earth, hath or have power to rule 
over men’s consciences in religious matters; 
and whereas, it is the duty of the state» of 
New Jersey to protect, as well the religious 
as the civil rights of her citizens, from all fo- 
reign interference or control, direct or indirect 
— Therefore, 

Sect. 1. Be it enacted by the Council and 
General Assembly of this state, and it is here- 
by enacted by the authority of the same, That 
the rights, estates, properties, and privileges, 
of the members of any unincorporated reli- 
gious, or other association, in this state, shall 
not be hurt, endamaged, or in any way affect-| 
ed, by any division, secession, or separation, 
which has occurred, or may hereafter occur, 
or exist, in any unincorporated religious, or 
other association, with which they may have 
been, now are, or shall hereafter be connect- 
ed in any other state, kingdom, or country; 
nor shall any such division, secession, or se- 
paration, alter, affect, change, or impair the 
civil or religious rights of any member or mem- 
bers of such unincorporated rel'gious or other 
association in this state, by reason of his, her, 
or their adherence, or non-adherence, uniting 
with, or dissenting from, any or either of the 
parties in such division, secession, or separa- 
tion; and that the rights, estates, property, 
and privileges, of the members of such un- 
incorporated religious, or other association, 
in this state, shall be held and enjoyed accord- 
ing to the constitution and laws of this state, 
and shall not be prejudiced, affected, or de- 
termined, by the acts of other members of the 
game association, or of any other association, 
with which they may be connected, or be sub- 
ordinate to, out of this state, any law, rules, 
usages, acts, or regulations, of such unincor- 
porated religious, or other association, to the 
contrary in any wise notwithstanding. 

Sect. 2. And be it enacted, That in case 
of any division, secession, or separation, now 
existing, or hereafter to arise, in any unin- 
corporated religious, or other association, in 
this state, on conscientious grounds, where 
both parties profess to adhere to the faith, dis- 
cipline, constitution, and government of such 
association, when in unity, that then, and in 


such case, the personal estate, of whatever 
kind, of such association, held or possessed 
by such association when in unity, or by any 
other person or persons, body politic or cor- 
porate, for or to their use, or in any way in 
trust for them, shall be divided between the 
parties, in such division, secession, or separa- 
tion, equally and rateably, in proportion to the 
number of members of such association, who 
shall join or attach themselves to either of the 
said parties, in such division, secession, or se- 
paration, in the same manner as if they had 
been equal partners in the said personal estate; 
and in case the said members of the said asso- 
ciation cannot, in such division, secession, or 
separation, agree on the division of the said 
personal estate of the said association, by them 
possessed when in unity, that then, and in 
such case, it shall and may be lawful for any 
member or members of either party, for and 
in behalf of himself and themselves, and his 
and their associates in such division, secession, 
or separation, to exhibit a bill in chancery 
against any member or members of the other 
party in such division, secession, or separa- 
tion, and their associates, for a division of 
such personal estate so held or possessed by 
the said association when in unity, in the same 
manner as if they were partners; and there- 
upon the same proceedings may be had, and 
relief given, and decree made, as in justice 
and equity, and according to the course and 
practice of the court of chancery, ought to 
be made; always having regard to the relative 
number of the members belonging to the said 
parties in such division, secession, or separa- 
tion, and the continuance and preservation of 
the same trusts, uses, and purposes, upon and 
for which such personal estate was theretofore 
held and possessed; and that the members of 
the said party in such division, secession, or 
separation, to whom the same, or any part 
thereof, shall be decreed, shall hold the same 
upon the same trusts, and for the same uses 
and purposes, so far as regards the members 
of the said association connected with them 
in the said division, secession, or separation, 
as the same was held by the said association 
when in unity. 

Sect. 3. And be it enacted, That in case 
of any division, secession or separation now 
existing, or hereafter to arise, in any unincor- 
porated religious or other association in this 
state, on conscientious grounds, where both 
parties profess to adhere to the fuith, disci- 
pline, constitution and government of such 
association when in unity, that then and in 
such case, the real estate, of whatsoever 
kind, (excepting burial grounds,) of such as- 
sociation, held, possessed or owned by such 
association when in unity, or by any other 
person or persons, body politic or corporate, 
for or to their use, or in trust for them, shall 
be divided between the parties in such division, 
secession or separation, equally and rateably, 
in proportion to the number of members of 
such association, who shall join or attach 
themselves to either of the said parties, in 
such division, secession or separation, in the 
same manner as if they were tenants in com- 
mon, of the said real estate; and in case the 
said members of the said association cannot, 
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on such division, secession or separation, agree| complainants or defendants in the said bill; 
on the division or partition of the said real es-| but that it shall be sufficient to designate them 
tate, so as aforesaid held, possessed or owned | as the associates of the said respective parties; 
by them when in unity, that then and in such| and that a copy of the subpena issued in the 
case, it shall and may be lawful for any mem-| said cause, shall be served upon the president, 
ber or members of either party, for and in be-| clerk or head officer of such association, with 
half of himself and themselves, and their as-| whom the defendant or defendants in said cause 
sociates, in such division, secession or sepa-| may be connected, together with a copy o 
ration, to exhibit his or their bill in the court) the said bill, at least ten days before the re- 
of chancery, against any member or members| turning thereof; and that any of the members 
of the other party, in such division, secession| of such association, may appear and defend 
or separation, and their associates, for a divi-| the said suit; and if in the course of the said 
sion or partition of such real estate, so held,| proceedings, it should become expedient to 
possessed or owned by the said association| ascertain the number of members of such as- 
when in unity, in the same manner as if the! sociation, connected with the said parties re- 
members of the said association were tenants| spectively; and any member thereof, shall be 
in common of the said real estate; or in case! under the age of twenty-one years, such infant 
that the said real estate is so circumstanced,| shall be counted with the party, to which his 


that division or partition thereof cannot be! or her father belongs, if he is living, and if 


made, without great prejudice to the owners, | not, to that which his or her mother, if living, 
for a sale thereof or a decree, that the same) belongs; and if she also be dead, with the 
may be held and owned by the one party, on) party to which his or her guardian belongs. 

their paying to the other their proportion of| 


the value thereof, to be ascertained according) 7, 45, Legislative Council én Getiedl Ri. 
te the course and practice of the said court, 


as to the said court shall appear equitable and sembly of the State of New Jersey. 


just; and thereupon, the same proceedings| The remonstrance of the Religious Society of 


may be had and relief given, and decree made,|_ Friends in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, d&c. 
as in justice and equity, and according to the| respectfully showeth, 
course and practice of the court of chancery} That your remonstrants have been deeply 
ought to be made, always having regard to the) affected with concern, in reading a bill intro- 
relative number of members belonging to said) duced for your consideration, relative to unin- 
parties in such division, and the coptinuance| corporated religious and other associations in 
and preservation of the same trusts, uses and| the state, the provisions of which, if enacted 
purposes upon, or for which such real estate| and enforced, appear to them calculated to pro- 
was therefore held, possessed or owned; and/ duce dissension and schism in such societies, by 
the members of the party in such division, se-| giving to seceders whatever their number may 
cession or separation, to whom the said real be, a legal interest in the estate of the body 
estate, or any part thereof, or the proceeds of from which they have voluntarily separated 
the sale thereof shall be decreed, shall hold,’ themselves. Where the property is valuable, we 
possess and enjoy the same, upon the same apprehend, that under the operation of sucha 
trusts and for the same uses and purposes, so Jaw, strong temptations would be presented to 
far as regards the members of such associa-| unfaithful, ambitious, or designing members, 
tion, connected with them in such division, to form a party, scatter discord and animosity 
secession or separation, as the same washeld,| in a hitherto peaceful community, and thus 
possessed or owned by such association when produce a schism; whilst, to cover their inten- 
in unity. | tions, nothing more would be requisite than to 
Sect. 4. And be it enacted, That in oune | * profess” that they “‘ adhere to the faith, dis- 
of any such division, secession or separation, | cipline, constitution and government of such 
the burial ground or grounds of such associa-| association,” though the very act of separa- 
tion when in unity, shall forever remain a tion implies that they differ from it, at least in 
and common for the burial of the members of! some of these respects. A powerful incentive 
either party, and their descendants, the same|to dissimulation will thus be furnished, the 
as if no such division, secession or separation | rights of the members who faithfully adhere to 
had been inade. the original compact violated, and the peace 
Sect. 5. And be it enacted, That the said/and harmony of unincorporated associations 
complainant or complainants, in any such bill! may be made a prey to the caprice or ill-hu- 
of complaint, shal] make his or their affirma-| mour of every discontented or unruly mem- 
tion, to be annexed to the said bill of com-| ber. 
plaint, that the division, secession or separa-| We would therefore respectfully suggest, 
tion stated in the said bill, so far as respects} whether the enactment of such a law would 
the said complainant or complainants, was) not inflict a fatal blow on religious, benevolent, 
made on conscientious grounds, and not for! and other valuable institutions already existing 
the purpose of appropriating the real or per-|in the state, and present an insuperable bar- 
sonal estate of such association to any other) rier to the formation of others, alike calculat- 
trusts, uses or purposes, than those originally 

























ed to advance the prosperity and moral and| 


which they designed them, and by the parties 
and their successors, to whose care they were 
entrusted. But should the provisions of this 
bill become a law, not only will such trusts be 
rendered insecure, but a barrier be opposed to 
the sources of charity, by the great uncertainty, 
whether the funds designed to be contributed 


to valuable and praise-worthy objects, may not 
be perverted to those of an opposite cha- 
racter. 

The bill draws a broad and deep line of de- 
marcation between those societies which are 


incorporated, and those which either from 


choice, or from causes beyond their control, or 
from obstacles arising out of the very nature 
of their constitution, have not become corpo- 
rate bodies, and thus, we believe, infringes that 
section of the constitution of the state, which 
prohibits any preference being given to one 
religious society over another. Moreover, it 
is calculated to impair the liberty of conscience, 
and to violate the religious rights of those citi- 
zens who hold that it is wrong to blend civil 
and religious concerns, by accepting of corpo- 
rate powers, in a society capacity. Such 
would be subjected to great insecurity, in the 
tenure of their property, and made the prey 
of designing persons, contrary to the princi- 
ples set forth in the preamble to this very bill, 
which says, **No person or persons ought, 
upon any pretence whatsoever, to be called in 
question, or in the least hurt or punished, either 
in person, estate, or privilege, for the sake of 
his opinion, judgment, faith, or worship towards 
God, in matters of religion, but ought, at all 
times, freely and fully to have and enjoy his 
and their judgment, and the exercise of their 
consciences in matters of religious worship.” 

The religious Society of Friends being an 
unincorporated body, the law, if enacted, must, 
of course, bear directly and with injurious force 
upon its members, and instead of “ protecting 
as well their religious as civil rights,” as free 
and peaceable citizens, will violate both ; and 
we respectfully submit, that to enact a law, 
placing the tenure of our property on a differ- 
ent and more precarious basis than that of 
other Christian professors, would be to punish 
and mulct us for our religious opinions. 

The first section of the bill provides, that 
the religious or civil rights of persons, shall 
not be affected by their secession from, or ad- 
herence, to any unincorporated religious asso- 
ciation with which they are, or may have been 
connected, out of the state. This appears to 
your remonstrants to be a direct interference 
of legislative power, with the rights and privi- 
leges of religious societies, and an atterapt to 
dissolve the compacts into which the members 
have voluntarily entered, and by which they 
are held together. Every religious association 
has the unquestioned right to make such regu- 
lations for its internal government, as the be- 
nefit or conscientious belief of the members 
may dictate; and so long as these do not vio- 
late the rights, or injure the persons or estates 


| 
intended in its creation; or to destroy the faith,| religious welfare of her citizens. Some of| of others, we apprehend that no legislative body 
constitution, discipline, and government of) these institutions are of ancient origin, and| has the right to annul or control them. The 
such association, but in truth, and in good| possess funds given to them in trust, at differ-| Society of Friends is a voluntary association of 


faith, for the causes set forth in such bill of| ent periods, by pious and benevolent individu- 
complaint; and that it shall not be necessary | als, under the full confidence that they would 
to name all the parties associated with the! be appropriated faithfully to the purposes for 
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persons, for the purposes of religious improve- 
ment and benefit, and for promoting the cause 
of righteousness and virtue in the earth. None 
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are. compelled to join it, nor to continue mem- 
bers any longer than is agreeable to their 
wishes. In common with other similar asso- 
ciations, they have a system of church govern- 
ment conforming to their religious faith, and 
to the promotion of those objects for which 
they became united in one compact. This 
system was adopted by the voluntary consent 
of the members, who thereby agreed to hold 
their rights in the Society, on the terms and 
conditions contained in that code of rules and 
system of government. {t was a mutual con- 
tract and agreement between all the members, 


THE FRIEND. 


and religious society. In its retrospective 
features, as well as in the effect it must have, 
to dissolve and annul long settled contracts, 
the bill is directly opposed to the 10th sec- 
tion of the Ist article of the constitution of 
the United States, which expressly declares, 
« No state shall.....pass any bill of attainder, 
ex post facto law, or law impairing the obliga- 
tion of contracts.” By the second section of 
the sixth article, it is declared that “ the con- 
stitution and the laws of the United States, 
which shall be made in pursuance thereof...... 
shall be the supreme law of the land, and the 


and we respectfully suggest, that if a part of| judges in every state, shall be bound thereby, 
those members afterwards become dissatisfied| any thing in the constitution or laws of any 


and secede from the contract, it cannot be 
competent for any legislature to enact laws, 
sanctioning such a violation of a contract, so- 
lenily and deliberately entered into, under the 
most sacred obligations. It would be an act 
of oppression to those members who stood 
faithful to the original agreement, would vio- 
late the rights they held under that agreement, 
and tend to break the bonds of good faith in 
every unincorporated association. 

The Yearly Meeting of Friends now held in 
Philadelphia, for Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
Delaware, and part of Maryland, was origi- 
nally held in Burlington, New Jersey, and in- 
cludes members of the Society residing in parts 
of each of those states. By a voluntary agree- 
ment among themselves, and with the unity of 
the meetings of Friends in other parts, they 
determined to associate under one common 
head, having the power to make rules for the 
government of the whole, and whatever rights 
any of the membcrs hold in the Society, grew 
out of, and are dependent upon, this organiza- 
tion, made and adopted by their common and 
free consent. But should the bill now before 
you for consideration become a law, the direct 
effect of it must be to annul this compact in a 
legal point of view, and to dissolve the subor- 
dination and union which ought to be main- 
tained in every religious body. 

Is it competent, or is it wise for the legisla- 
ture to act thus; to weaken the authority of 
religious societies, destroy their internal regu- 
lations, and throw down those salutary barriers, 
which, with great care and labour, they have 
erected against the inroads of irreligion and 
misrule? We would respectfully, but earnest- 
ly intreat the legislature to pause and reflect 
before they pass a law, the operation of which 
must be so prejudicial to the great cause of re- 
ligion and virtue. 

A most extraordinary and unprecedented 
feature in the bill is, that its provisions are re- 
trospective, as well as prospective. It reaches 
not only to divisions which may hereafter 
arise, but to those which have already taken 
place, and hence must affect all unincorpo- 
rated associations, in which secessions have 
occurred, even though they may have been 
long since litigated, aud determined by the 
highest judicial tribunals in the state. The 
effect of this would be, to tear open again 

wounds which have been closed—to elicit 
new subjects for controversy, and new sources 
of discord and litigation, and thus produce a 
state of angry feeling and animosity, repug- 


state to the contrary notwithstanding.” We 
trust the legislature will perceive that the 
bill if passed into a law, must be in direct 
opposition to this salutary guard, and the cn- 
acting of it, would only be presenting new 
cases for litigation, and a worse than uscless 
expenditure of time and money. And further, 
we submit for its serious consideration, whe- 
ther it is not dangerous both to the rights of 
the citizens, and the stability of the civil and 
religious institutions of the state, as well as 
adverse to the covstitution of the United 
States, to subject causes which have long 
since been settled by the highest judicial au- 
thorities, to renewed litigation, under a law 
passed many years after such decisions had 
taken place. 

Much of the property held by the Society 
of Friends, is incapable of partition, as con- 
templated by the 2d and 3d sections of the 
bill. It has been conveyed to the Society, in 
trust for the use of its inembers, to be enjoyed 
by them only so long as they continued mem- 
bers; and the idea of a partition of such trusts, 
is foreign to every principle on which they 
were created. ‘To attempt such a partition, 
would be to violate the terms of those trusts, 
and to subject the property to division and 
subdivision, as often as discontented mem- 
bers might choose to sever themselves from 
the body holding such trusts, and set up un- 
der a new organization. 

In cases where property could not be di- 
vided, this law authorises the seceders io file 
a bill in the court of chancery for the sale of 
it, or for a decree that the same may be held 
and owned by them, on paying to those who 
adhere to the religious compact, their ad- 
judged proportion of the value thereof. Thus 
places for divine worship, may be publicly 
advertised and put up for sale, as often as the 
party holding possession may choose to divide 
and subdivide, to the great scandal of the 
cause of religion, and persons of tender con- 
science, who could not acknowledge the au- 
thority of such a law, by paying for property 
which already belonged to them, nor receive 
any compensation for the relinquishment of 
it, would be deprived of their rights, and the 
property placed in possession of those, who 
by their own acts relinquish and forfeit all 
right to control and use it. 

In some small unincorporated associations, 
one third or one fourth of the members se- 
ceding, their number would probably not ex- 
ceed three or four adults. If they could claim 


nant alike to the peace and prosperity of civil|a partition of the estate, we see no reason why | honour and worship of God, and the spiritual 





two might not also demand it; and however 
fair their professions might be respecting 
their faith and intentions, it is easy to per- 
ceive, that donations or bequests, designed 
for specific uses, by being frequently distri- 
buted among successive separatists, may be 
placed in a condition, where there would be 
no security for their application to the ori- 
ginal purposes, or that they would not be to- 
tally lost. 

Besides the tendency of this bill to destroy 
the principles which have ever governed the 
tenure and application of trusts, notwithstand- 
ing the guards which it proposes to throw 
around them, another very serious conse- 
quence, which in our opinion must flow from 
its operation, is the prejudicial influence it 
will have upon the cause of religion and mo- 
rality at large. Religious societies are formed 
for the worship of Almighty God, and for the 
mutual help and benefit of the members, in 
answering the great design of their creation, 
Persons of the same faith, associating to- 
gether with sincere desires, to attain these 
all-important objects, are deeply sensible of 
the necessity of unity and harmony. Any 
thing that unsettles their fellowship, and cre- 
ates division and dissention amongst them, 
directly destroys the advantages of such asso- 
ciation. Hence according to the understand- 
ing, which they believe they have received 
from the Holy Spirit, and the doctrines of 
Holy Scripture, they fix the terms of their 
communion, and form such rules for the in- 
ternal regulation of their own affairs, and to 
promote the design of congregating together, 
as appear proper and requisite. 

Any member, or members violating this 
compact, which under the most solemn con- 
sideration they have thus voluntarily entered 
into, forfeit all claims to membership, and 
consequently to a participation in the benefits 
it confers. And nothing can be more evident, 
than that those who continue faithful to their 
communion, have the right to declare, that 
such have broken the bonds of church fellow- 
ship, and are no longer members of their 
community, The eminent John Locke, writ- 
ing on toleration, says, “* No man by nature is 
bound unto any particular church or sect, but 
every one joins himself voluntarily to that so- 
ciety, in which he believes he has found that 
profession and worship which is truly accept- 
able to God. As no man is bound to any 
church against his particular conscience, nei- 
ther is any church bound to any man, against 
that rule and order established therein, ac- 
cording to its collective conscience. 1 hold 
that no church is bound by the duty of tolera- 
tion, to retain any such person in her bosom, 
as after admonition, continues obstinately to 
offend against the laws of the society. For 
these being the condition of communion, and 
the bond of the society, if the breach of them 
were permitted without animadversion, the 
society would immediately be thereby dis- 
solved.” 

Now we believe that the tendency of the 
present bill, will be to foment division and 
echism in religious societies, and thus instead 
of their being the means of promoting the 
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welfare of the members, it will render them 
theatres of strife and contention, and ill-will, 
which must be destructive of the peace and 
stability of the government, as disgraceful to 
the cause of religion itself. And while it 
encourages schism and separation, it virtually 
nullifies the authority to disown the seceders, 
by placing them on the same ground as if 
they had continued in full fellowship and 
membership. Such an interference on the 
part of the legislature with the discipline of 
any church or religious association, it appears 
to us, would be an invasion of its just rights, 
a violation of the conscientious principles of 
the members, and subject them to a species 
of persecution, under colour of law, and thus 
discourage the union of pious persons for the 
worship of the Supreme Being, and the spread- 
ing of the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 

Under a serious conviction that the bill, if 
enacted and enforced, will overturn the long 
settled principles of law and equity which have 


The rage and malice of their persecutors' off their persecutions ; so when they were mak- 
were so great that they seemed to be in haste tc! ing haste to have us banished out of the land, 
have them banished, and with this view, made) and especially out of the city of London and 
the terms of their imprisonment shorter, that| suburbs thereof, in the years 1664 and 1665, 
they might the sooner incur the sentence for| and for that end the jails were often filled and 
the third offence against this wicked law, which| crowded, whereby many innocent persons suf- 
prohibited the worship of the Supreme Being. | fered death ; God was pleased even then, in the 

The priests, magistrates and judges ap-|year 1665, to hasten his heavy judgment and 
peared to be in league with each other, and| sad calamity of the great plague or raging pesti- 
even where there was nothing found against| lence upon the said city, and some other places 
Friends but merely assembling in_ silence,| in the land, whereby many thousands of the inha- 
they continued to construe it into a breacl:| bitants died ; sometimes above six thousand in 
of the law, and make it a ground for fine|a week, of all sorts, both of good and evil, men 
and imprisonment. At the Hertford assizes,| and women, besides innocent children. Though 
Judge Bridgman in charging the jury told|the calamity was common to all classes, yet 
them, they “were not to expect direct evi-| were the righteous taken away from the evil 
dence against the Quakers for any thing they| to come, and it went ill with the wicked; but 
said or did at their meetings, for they might; for all this they would not return to the Lord ; 
speak to each other though not with articulat-| neither would the cruel persecutors repent of 
ed sounds, as by a cast of the eye, a motion of} their abominable cruelties, but persisted therein 
the head or foot, or a gesture of the body.” |as far as they could ; disturbing our meetings 

When jurymen were found sufficiently ho-|and imprisoning, until they were frightened 
nest and independent to act with fairness| with the plague. Even in this time there were 


hitherto governed the sacred application of|toward the prisoners, attempts were made by| many of our innocent Friends confined in jails, 


trusts, and endanger the cause of religion, it 
is our sincere desire that a measure of Divine 
Wisdom may influence your deliberations on 
this very important subject, and that you may 
reject the bill, and thereby spare the citizens 
from the injurious consequences which must 
flow from it. 

Signed in and on behalf of a meeting of 
the representatives of the Religious Society 
of Friends commonly called Quakers, in 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, d&c. held in Phila- 
delphia, the 3d of second month, 1835. 


JonaTuan Evans, Clerk. 


For ** The Friend." 
GEORGE WHITEHEAD. 
Continued from page 215. 


Scarcely had our honoured friend been dis- 
charged from the White Lion prison, ere he was 
again arrested while engaged with his brethren 
in publicly worshipping the Almighty. On the 
16th of 8th month, 1664, while preaching the 
gospel in the Bull and Mouth meeting, near 
Aldersgate, London, a company of men armed 
with halberts came into the meeting and shut 
the door afier them, excluding many persons 
who wished to be present; the halberdiers 
stood quietly for above an hour, listening to 
George’s sermon; when one of them made an 
attempt to pull him down, but desisted without 
accomplishing his purpose. In a little time 
the mayor came in, and a rude fellow violently 
haled George down and thrust him near the 
door where the mayor was. Alderman Ri- 
chard Brown, of notorious persecuting memo- 
ry, then came rudely into the meeting, railing 
and deriding Friends, and threatening with 
abusive language to send them to Bridewell. 

George Whitehead exhorted him and the 
mayor to be moderate and civil toward Friends, 
but it had little effect, for they put him and a 
number more Friends into the street, and after 
keeping them standing there for some time, 
sent forty-five of them, viz. twenty-nine men, 
and sixteen women, in small companies to 
Newgate, without any warrant or legal pro- 
ceeding. 












the judges to overrule the verdict, or awe them| which seemed no small piece of barbarity and 
by threats into a compliance with the unholy | inhumanity, especially when the contagion so 
purposes of persecution. greatly prevailed in the city. I have told some 
This may be illustrated by the views of some| persons in authority of this cruelty, to manifest 
of the jurymen, on the trial of a number of| what mercy their church then showed us, and 
Friends in London, for meeting for worship in| that men of moderation or any compassion 
other manner than is allowed by the Liturgy| would be ashamed of such cruelty. 
and practice of the Church of England. In the year 1665, and in that very summer 
“ The jury, in the first instance, brought in| when the plague and mortality were so great, 
their verdict, that four of the prisoners were|the persecutors in London were busy to send 
not guilty, and the rest they could not agree|away Friends whom they had sentenced for 
on. The judge (Hyde) being much displeased, | banishment, and closely detained in prison in 
sent them out again with fresh instructions ;| order thereto. 
they returned with this verdict, guilty of meet-| The first Friends they shipped to send away, 
ing, but not of fact. The judge enquiring| were Edward Brush, Robert Hayes, and James 
what they meant by not guilty of fact, the jury| Harding ; who on the twenty-fourth day of the 
replied : ‘ Here is evidence that they met at} first month, 1665, were early in the morning, 
the Bull and Mouth, therefore we say guilty of without any timely warning, hurried down from 
meeting ; but no evidence of what they did| Newgate to Blackfriars stairs by the turnkeys, 
there, and therefore we say, not guilty of meet-|and from thence to Gravesend, and there 
ing contrary to the Liturgy of the Church of| forced on shipboard ; the said Edward Brush 
England.’ The judge asked some of the jury,| being a very aged man, and a citizen of good 
whether they did not believe in their con-| repute among his neighbours and many persons 
sciences, that they were there under colour] of quality, yet was thus sent away and banish- 
and pretence of worship? To which one of|ed from his dear wife and child. But a mose 
them replied: ‘1 do believe in my conscience, | lamentable instance of the persecutors’ cruelty 
that they were met to worship in deed and in|in this undertaking was, that the said Robert 
truth.” Another said ; ‘ My lord, I have that} Hayes being taken fasting out of prison, and 
venerable respect for the Liturgy of the Church| weak in body, having been under a course of 
of England, as to believe it is according to the! physic, was carried forth upon the water to 
Scriptures, which allow of the worship of God| Gravesend, the season being very cold ; and 
in spirit; and therefore I conclude, to wor-| having no outward refreshment or relief afford- 
ship God in spirit is not contrary to the Litur-|ed him by the way on the water, within a very 
gy; if it be, | shall abate of my respect for} short time afler he was put on shipboard he 
it.’ Gough, vol. 2, page 129. died there ; and his body was brought up to 
Such decision and good feeling were but| London and buried in our Friends’ burying 
rarely met with in the juries of those days ;) place. 
who in general united with judges and inform-| I knew this Robert Hayes ; he was a very 
ers, in the illegal application of unjust laws.| innocent, loving man, a good like person, bad 
The king and the legislature, the judges and|a fresh, comely countenance, seemed healthy 
the people, were combined together to oppress| and in his prime and strength when first impri- 
tender consciences, in the support of the idol|soned. I was very sorrowfully affected, when 1 
of uniformity ;—who can wonder that such a| heard how quickly he was despatched out of 
nation was ripe for heavy calamities ! the world by that shameful cruelty and inhu- 
It was observable, as well as memorable,| man usage, inflicted upon him by those merci- 
that as the ‘rulers and government in those) less persecutors. 
days were often warned of the impending judg-| Edward Brush and James Harding were 
ments of God, if they would not desist and leave} sent to Jamaica, where they were prosperous 
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and lived in good circumstances. Edward|Friends in and about London, in that time of] ing received certain testimony and evidence in 


Brush, as before mentioned, was an aged man | great calamity, no, not when the mortality was 
at the time of his banishment, and left behind |at the height; but was concerned and given 
him a beloved wife and only child; but aged/up in spirit to stay among them to attend 
as he was, he survived the term of his exile,/| Friends’ meetings, to visit Friends, even when 
returned to his country, and «died at home in| many of them lay sick of the contagion, both 
peace. in prison and in their habitations. And in all 
On the 18th of the second month, 1665,|that time the Lord preserved me by his power, 
seven more of our Friends were taken out of| from that infectious distemper ; which mercy 
Newgate and carried to Gravesend, and there | I esteemed great and wonderful, and hope ever 
put on shipboard for banishment, as the others | thankfully to remember, in a living sense of 
were before. the same Divine Hand which upheld and pre- 
Not many days after those Friends were|served me. 
embarked, one of the grand persecutors was| And although it was judged the prisons 
suddenly cut off by death, namely Judge Hyde ; | were then infected and poisoned with the con- 
who, it is said, was seen well at Westminster |tagion, I was freely given up to suffer imprison- 
in the morning, and died in his closet, about|ment; and on first-days took my night-cap in 
noon. my pocket when I went to meetings, not 
About this time the plague began to in-|knowing but I might be apprehended and 
crease more and more, and the first that was|committed to prison. However, the Lord gave 
known to die thereof in the city, was within a|me faith to be resigned to his will, either to 
few doors of the said Edward Brush’s house. ||ive or to die for his name and truth’s sake ; 
The plague increased, until of that and other/and through all those dangers and difficulties, 
distempers there died eight thousand in ajto bear my testimony in faithfulness to his 
week in and about the city of London. Oh!|blessed power and light of righteousness ; and 
the bardheartedness, cruelty, and presumption|He thereby sustained and wonderfully pre- 
of our persecutors ; who in that time of the|served my life, when the cry and sound of 
great calamity and mortality, in the 5th month,| mortality was round about us, from one end 
1665, took fifty-five men and women, of our|and side of the city to another. 
Friends, out of Newgate, and forced them on} As the contagion and sickness increased, 
board the ship called the Black Eagle, which | many of our persecutors were so terrified, that 
lay some time at Buggby’s Hole ; and the sick-|their hands were for some time weakened ; yet 
ness being in Newgate, whence they were car- |still many of them were so hardened that they 
ried out to the ship, the distemper broke out| were resolved to proceed against us unte ba- 
among them when so crowded, that the most|nishment; as when Pharaoh saw there was 
of them were infected ; insomuch that about respite, he hardened his heart, so did our per- 
twenty-seven of them soon died on shipboard, |secutors, when the calamity did not come up- 


our hearts, of the love of God which we did 
partake of in Christ Jesus, from which we be- 
lieved no wrath of man, no persecutions, cala- 
mities, nor distresses should separate us. 

In those times of severe trials, those ques- 
tions and answers given by the apostle, Rom. 
viii. 35, &c. were often remembered : “* Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or fa- 
mine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it 
is written: For ‘Thy sake we are killed all the 
day long ; we are accounted as sheep for the 
slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through Him that loved 
us: for | am persuaded, that neither death nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord.” 


For *‘ The Friend.”’ 
MISSIONS. 

The present period is so remarkable for the 
number and extent of missionary undertak- 
ings, that it has frequently been styled “ the 
age of missions”—and while the different reli- 
gious societies around us are actively engag- 
ed in promoting these efforts, there are those 
who cannot understand why Friends decline 
co-operating in them. ‘There is something 
peculiarly attractive in the self-devotion, the 
fortitude, and patient perseverance amid un- 
numbered hardships and difficulties, which 
characterise those who voluntarily renounce 


| their kindred and country to enter on those ar- 


gome at Buggby’s Hole, and the rest beyond |cn themselves ; though they saw how it was | duous labours ina foreign clime; and the nar- 


Gravesend. abroad in the world, greatly destroying the in- 
I visited these Friends and had a meeting |habitants thereof: for it was observed in the 
with them when on shipboard ; and the Lord | weekiy bill, that when the plague was most 
my God preserved me both from the distemper |hot and violent in and about London, seven 
and from banisiiment, wherein 1 do humbly |thousand one hundred and sixty-five died there- 
confess his power and special providence, to/of in one week ; and in that year, 1665, of the 
his own praise and glory alone. same distemper, sixty-eight thousand five hun- 
Having some times of respite between my |dred and ninety-six, according to the yearly 
imprisonments, before the sickness in London, | bill. 
1 travelled to visit our Friends in the country,| I was then deeply concerned in my spirit 
and sometimes into the northern counties; and|for our Friends to visit both such of them as 
near the beginning of that summer, 1665, when|were sick in prison and out of prison, even 
the pestilence was begun in London, | was in| when some of them were very near death ; be- 
the county of Surrey, and having a meeting at|ing often in great suffering and travail of spirit, 


ratives of their sufferings and privations; of 
dangers encountered, of deliverances vouch- 
safed, and of the results flowing from their 
zealous efforts, produce an effect on the 
mind, especially of young persons, little less 
exciting than the highly wrought tales of ro- 
mance. All these accompaniments are cal- 
culated to win our favour and elicit our ap- 
plause, and care is necessary Jest the warmth 
of imagination and feeling disturb the sober 
exercise of a sound discretion and judgment 
which ought ever to be preserved in examin- 
ing a subject of so much importance. 

In reviewing the grounds on which the So- 


John Smith’s house at Worplesdon, his brother |with earnest prayer and fervent supplications| ciety of Friends rests its objections to a coa- 


Stephen Smith and his wife, &c., came to the |to God for them, who were sufferers by im- 
meeting ; where Stephen and his wife were |prisonment and this visitation, that God would 
convinced of the truth, which the Lord enabled jappeer for them and plead their innocent 
me to declare, and livingly to demonstrate, at | cause, and afford them speedy help and deliver- 
that time, as at many other times and meet-|ance. Being then a witness of that love which 





eres with other Christian professors in 


missions, it is important that we should ap- 
proach them with a calm and dispassionate 
mind, free from all excitement or preju- 
dice, lest, under the influence of a momentary 


Qo 


ings. casts out fear, through the great mercy and|impulse, we should hastily form an opinion 

I soon came to London, and my lodging |love of my Heavenly Father manifested in his! which would not bear the scrutiny of mature 
was at the house of William Travers, tobacco-|dear Son, [ was not afraid to visit my friends/deliberation, nor stand the test of revealed 
nist, in Watling Street. when sick and in infected prisons. ‘The Lord’ truth. 

It was a time of great calamity and sorrow, /did support and bear up my spirit in living) Whoever calmly considers the character 
to many thousands of all sorts ; and that which |faith, true and fervent love, above the fear of which the Society has long sustained, the 
added to our Friends’ affliction was, the hard-|death or the contagious distemper, and my life| views which it entertains respecting the call 
ness of our persecutors’ hearts, their cruelty | was resigned and given up, in the will of Him|and qualification of a gospel minister, or its 
and barbarity in imprisoning and detaining | who gave it, for my friends and brethren ; for| belief in the spirituality of the Christian reli- 
many of them both in Newgate, London, and|whose sake true Christian love would engage gion, must, we think, be satisfied that neither 
in the White Lion prison in Southwark, after|us to lay down our lives to save theirs, if re-| bigotry nor sectarianism, a lack of Christian 
the plague was greatly broken forth, and many | quired of the Lord so to manifest our unfeigned benevolence, nor yet a supine indifference to 
people were swept away thereby. love one for another; and the Lord gave us| the welfare of souls or the spread of the Re- 

I had not then freedom to leave the city, or|great consolation, comfort, and courage ; hav-| deemer’s kingdom, ought to, or can fairly, be 
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inferred from the conscientious obligations fasted, the Holy Ghost said, “ Separate me) that the candidate was moved to become 
which Friends feel as regards supporting or| Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto Ila priest just as the enquirer was to become 
encouraging missions in the manner in which| have called them: and when the brethren had/a tailor. Indeed a moment's reflection must 
they ordinarily originate and are conducted. | prayed with them, they sent them away.” It} convince any impartial mind, that those who 

It may be proper to premise that the writer|/is remarkable that the sacred historian, in| reject the doctrines of the immediate guidance 

entertains no unkind feeling toward the minis-| speaking of their departure, repeats the cir-| of the Spirit of ‘Truth, cannot, in any clear or 
ters of any religious denomination. He be-| cumstance of their being thus supernaturally | scriptural sense, believe in a divine call, spe- 
lieves there are among them disciples of the| selected, as if to render it doubly emphatic, |cially extended to any individual, either to as- 
Lord Jesus, who have entered on the sacred] and assigns it as the reason of their going, for|sume the ministerial functions, or to direct his 
office of the ministry in the persuasion that| he observes, “So they, being sent forth by the \abours to any particular place or country. 

they were divinely called to it, and with sin-| Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia.”” While| No less discrepancy appears, between our 
cere desires for the salvation of their fellow| Paul and Silas were prosecuting their apostolic | views and those entertained by other denomi- 
men. He doubts not but among these may] mission, by the Divine blessing on which, the| nations, as to the qualifications of ministers. 
be found men, who, uninfluenced by the love| churches were established in the faith and in-|The study of divinity, and a knowledge of an- 
of distinction, or popularity, or by prospects|creased in number daily, they were arrested | cient languages, are generally considered neces- 
of temporal reward, go forth on missionary|in their intended course, and “ forbidden of|sary preparatives, and with a profession of 
errands under apprehensions of religious duty,| the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia,’’| religion and a moral life, and a participation of 
and labour in their vocation, with the hope of|and “ after they were come to Illyria, they as-| the ordinances, (so called,) are the only requi- 
gathering souls to Christ—and that it may be|sayed to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit suf-| sites for ordination or license. The ministra- 
consistent with the will of the great Head of|fered them not.” So when the church in|tion of the word also, is viewed as a mere 
the Christian church at times to bless the la-| Macedonia required the fostering care of effort of the intellectual powers of man, with- 
bours of those, he freely admits. these faithful servants of the Lord Jesus, Paul|out immediate direction or suggestion from 

But while ready to concede all this, and to| was favoured with a vision from heaven to di-| the Spirit of Truth ; consequently, the minis- 

commend these servants to that Lord and|rect him, and “immediately they endeavoured | ter may prepare his sermon beforehand, either 
Master to whom they must stand or fall, he|to go thither, assuredly gathering that the|from his own memory and ingenuity, or he 
fully believes that it would be directly at va-| Lord had called them to preach the gospel|may borrow from the industry of others, and 
riance with the acknowledged principles of| unto them.” thus deliver to the people as the word of the’ 
Friends to unite in their engagements, or con-| Numerous instances might be adduced of| Lord that which is the mere production of hu- 
tribute to their support. We believe that it is| similar import, but these are sufficient to|man contrivance and imagination. No pre- 
the prerogative of Christ alone to call, and| establish the fact, that not only with reference| tence is made to divine impression or influence 
qualify, and ordain the ministers of his gospel,| to the call to the ministry, but the manner and| to suggest matter adapted to the states of the 
to teach them what to speak in his name to| place of exercising it, the apostles and primi-| auditory, and the idea of seeking or waiting for 
the people, and to appoint to each the sphere} tive believers waited for, and depended en-|it in silence is ridiculed and rejected. That 
of his ministerial labours. He did so in the} tirely upon, the guidance of the Holy Spirit.|silent, reverent waiting on the Lord, which 
case of his immediate disciples and apostles,|The Society of Friends believe that as this|constitutes so delightful and profitable a part 
informing them that without Him they could| was necessary for those eminently gifted men,|of our devotional exercises, and which is pe- 
do nothing, and although they had the benefit,| it is no less so for all true Christian ministers} culiarly fitting a dependent and helpless crea- 
not only of the Jewish Scriptures, but of his} at the present day,—that no man can preach |ture, is entirely set at naught. The minister 
own blessed example and instruction during| the gospel unless called of God, as were the| engages to preach whenever the congregation 
all the period that they consorted with him,| apostles, taught of Him the mysteries of salva-| assemble for worship ; it is part of his contract 
yet, when about to leave in their charge the| tion, and immediately directed by the Holy| with them, and whatever may be the frame of 
promulgation of that gospel which he had| Spirit, when, where, and what to declare to his| his mind, however foreign from so solemn a 
sealed with his own precious blood, he com-|auditory. Such can say of a truth, “ Though| service, still it must be performed. Prayer is 
manded them “ not to depart from Jerusalem,|I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory | likewise made with similar views ; whether the 
but to wait for the promise of the Father, for| of—for necessity is laid upon me, yea, woe is|sacred sceptre be stretched forth, and the 
they should be baptised with the Holy Ghost! unto me if I preach not the gospel.” spirit of supplication poured out, or otherwise, 
not many days hence; and should receive} If now we compare these scriptural views) the petition must be offered, without reference 
power after that the Iloly Ghost was come] with those which obtain among the generality |to the immediate motions of that blessed Spi- 
upon them, and then should be witnesses for| of otler Christian professors on the same sub-|rit which helpeth our infirmities, and teacheth 
him to the uttermost parts of the earth.” ject, we should find a wide and irreconcilable| how to pray aright. 

The great apostle to the gentiles declares| difference. Many who assume the office of} With respect to a call to any particular 
that his ministry was not of man, neither did he} the ministry, not only make no pretensions to} place, it generally consists either in an invita- 
receive it of man, neither was he taught it but|a divine call thereto, but totally deny that im-|tion from the congregation, or the choice of 
by the revelation of Jesus Christ, and that the} mediate and sensible communication of the|the minister, arising from a preference to the 
things which were thus freely given of God to] will of God through the Holy Spirit, by which| people or location, or what is ofien no less at- 
him and his fellow believers, they preached,| alone the knowledge of such a special call| tractive, a larger pecuniary compensation. 
not in the words which man’s wisdom teach-| could be obtained. The necessity of pursuing} An important testimony held by the Society 
eth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth. some avocation which may yield a livelihood, | of Friends is that against a hireling ministry, and 

We find also that in fulfilling their minis-| and a concurrence of circumstances consider-|it is one which no other religious denomina- 
terial duties, they were guided by Divine di-| ed favourable to this calling, or the mere arbi-| tion that [ am acquainted with, fully maintain. 
rection as to the places where they should/trary will or fancy of parents, are frequently,| We believe that the gift of the gospel ministry 
labour. ‘Thus when the chief counsellor of|and indeed, mostly, the occasion of entering is freely conferred on those whom Christ calls 
the Ethiopian queen was to be converted to|on this responsible office. 1 am aware that|and ordains for the service, and that agreeably 

Christianity, Philip received a Divine com-| there are those who profess to believe them-|to his own declaration, having freely received, 
mand to arise and go toward the south, and as| selves divinely called to the station ; but their) they are to give freely, and to exercise the gift 
the chariot approached the Spirit said to him,| views when examined, are extremely vague| bestowed under his own immediate direction, 
Go and join thyself to this chariot. When| and inconsistent, amounting to very little more| without receiving any pecuniary reward. But 
the devout Cornelius was to be more perfectly| than the answer given by no Jess a dignitary|the ministers of other denominations, so far 
instructed in the way of life and salvation,|than a bishop, when asked the meaning of|from this, decline the exercise of their func- 
Peter was directed to arise and go with the|that part of the liturgy where the candidate}tions entirely, unless they are paid ; thus mak- 
messengers, nothing doubting. While the|for the ministry declares bimself moved|ing the preaching of the gospel to depend on 
church at Antioch ministered to the Lord and| thereto by the Holy Ghost; his reply was,|money, and depriving all those of its benefit who 
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may be too poor to pay for it, unless the cha-|dictation and will of man. 


rities of others are called forth to purchase it 
for them. ‘That man who has been ordained 
from above to the ministry, and whom the love 
of Christ constrains to preach the glad tidings 


the office, the vast importance of the subject, 
and the awful responsibility which rests on 
him, dare not withhold and be silent, merely 
because man may decline paying him what he 
considers an adequate salary for his services. 
Yet if we admit the views which obtain among 
professors generally, such must be the result, 
and the preaching of the gospel may be sold 
and bought. 

In stating these views the writer wishes 
to be distinctly understood as laying down 
the general rule only. He is aware that there 
may be cases which form exceptions to many 


No man may 


preach or pray in the public assemblies for) 


divine worship, unless he has studied for the | been offered for insertion in this Journal, and 


tion to resist any means employed to abolish 
it. Several essays on the subject have of late 


ministry and been ordained or licensed, and we wish it to be understood, that while we 
the female sex are totally excluded from all |are disposed to encourage a dispassionate and 
of salvation to sinners, who feels the dignity of| participation in the sacred functions. What-|Christian development of this enormous evil, 


ever, therefore, may be the exercises of pious 


|we cannot lend the columns of this paper for 


persons present, however strong and clear |the purpose of arraying one advocate for the 
the Divine command inwardly communicated, | African’s rights against another, or giving 


to preach or pray, they are forbidden to obey 
—the appointed minister only must address 
the Most High, or exhort the assembly. 

A calm and unprejudiced consideration 
of these unscriptural views and practices, 
must satisfy our minds that their tendency is 
not only to lessen the dignity, destroy the 
usefulness, and lower the standard, of the 
Christian ministry, but to circumscribe the 
operation of the Iloly Spirit and submit the 


of the objectionable opinions he has noticed,| government of Christ in his church to the 


though even the most enlightened, pious, and 
spiritually minded, entertain sentiments upon 


| 


will and wisdom of fallen men—to make the 
preaching of the gospel of life and salvation 


several of these points entirely incompatible | dependent on human learning and pecuniary 


with the views of Friends. 

Another important view of this interesting 
subject remains to be noticed. When our 
blessed Lord, by the exertion of his almighty 
power, miraculously rose from the dead and 
ascended up on high, he not only led captivity 
captive, but also gave gifts unto men. In the 
uncontrolled operations of the Holy Spirit, 
these gifts are dispensed to the members of 
his church for its edification and comfort, 
without respect to age, sex, or rank in life, 
but simply according to the will and appoint- 
ment of the ever blessed Head. There are 
diversities of gifts but the same Spirit, and 
that one self-same Spirit divideth to every 
man severally as He will. Of these gifts we 
have good cause, both from Scripture eutho- 
rity and our own experience, to believe, that 
the Christian ministry is poured out on both 
male and female, according to the evangelical 
prophecy recorded by Joel, and referred to by 
the Apostle Peter at that memorable. affusion 
of the Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost. 
“ And it shall come to pass in the last days 
(said God) I will pour out of my spirit upon 
all flesh, and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 
And on my servants, and on my handmaidens, 
I will pour out in those days of my spirit, and 
they shall prophesy.” 

Where an assembly is reverently waiting 
upon and worshipping the Lord, it may be 
consistent with his counsel, by the immediate 
agency of the Holy Spirit, to move upon the 
hearts of several to declare his will to the 
people by way of public ministry, or vocally 
to address him in prayer on behalf of the as- 
sembly. The apostle carries out this Chris- 
tian liberty to an extent commensurate with 
that of the congregation itself, “ for,” says 
he, “ye may all prophecy one by one, that 
ali may learn and all be comforted.” 

But the principles held by nearly all pro- 
fessions,,except Friends, are entirely at va- 
riance with these views, and restrict the ope- 
rations of the Holy Spirit, and the diffusion 
of its precious gifts, to extremely narrow 
kimits, and even subject them to the arbitrary 
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considerations, and to lay waste the spirituality 
and purity of the religion of Jesus Christ. 

The observations here made on the minis- 
try generally, are applicable to the selection, 
ordination, and preaching of missionaries; 
and they constitute sound and Scriptural rea- 
sons why Friends cannot unite in encouraging 
or promoting their labours, nor yet attend on 
the preaching of those who remain at home. 
The whole system is at variance with our 
view of the gospel dispensation, and of that 
ministry which Christ Jesus appoints in his 
church, and therefore cannot be countenanced 
by us, without a direct and palpable violation 
of our acknowledged principles. 

In a future number I propose to make some 
further observations on the subject. 
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This being the week of our Yearly Meet- 
ing, our arrangements, in accordance with 
our own convenience in regard to a regular 
attendance, have been such, that the paper 
will go to press somewhat in advance of the 
usual time; consequently we shall defer to 
next week what may appear requisite or ex- 
pedient to say in reference to the interesting 
occasion, and its attending circumstances; 
contenting ourselves for the present, merely 
with observing, that the meeting is large, and 
that we have the acceptable company of seve- 
ral, ministers and others, from most or all of 
the yearly meetings on this continent. 


It is well known that the subject of slavery 
has latterly undergone much discussion in 
some parts of the United States, in which we 
have apprehended too much intemperance 
has, at times, appeared. The evil, indeed, 
exists to a most affecting and disgraceful ex- 
tent; but hard words, and resentful feelings, 
instead of convincing the slaveholder of the 
iniquity of slavery, may produce a countet 
action in his mind, terminating in the resolu- 


leurrency to epithets and sentiments which 


may create hostile and angry feelings. 

If our sheet for this week contain less 
variety than usual, our readers will find a full 
equivalent in the importance of some, and 
the instructive tendency of other parts of the 
matter. The remaining papers connected 
with the insidious attempt of the Hicksites 
to obtain a law favourable to their wishes in 
the state of New Jersey, will appear in our 
next. 


HAVERFORD SCHOOL ASSOCIATION. 


An annual meeting of Haverford School 
Association, will be held in the committee 
room of Friends’ meeting house on Arch 
street, on second day, the 11th of fifth month 
next, at four o'clock, P. m. 


Grorce Srewarpson, Secretary. 
Philadelphia, 4th mo. 25th, 1835. 


A stated meeting of the Female Branch of 
the Auxiliary Bible Association of Friends in 
Philadelphia quarterly meeting, will be held 
on the 30th inst. at 4 o'clock, P. M., at the 
Depository, No. 50, North Fourth street. 


Agent Appointed.—Job Sherman, Newport, 
Rhode Island. 


The tolls received on the Schuylkill Na- 
vigation, for the week ending Apri] 11th, 
amounted to $10,896 35.—Am. D. Adver. 


Pennsylvania and Ohio Canal.—When this 
important work is completed, the communi- 
ication from Lake Erie to the ocean, by the 
way of the Pennsylvania canal, Harrisburg, 
Lancaster, and Columbia rail road, will be 
from four to six weeks earlier in the spring, 
and four weeks later in the fall, than by any 
other route, as a reference to the map at the 
Exchange will show.— ib. 





Marriep, on fifth, day the 16th inst. at Friends’ 
meeting house, Horsham, Cuar.es H. Suoemaxer, of 
Cheltenham, to Mary 8S. daughter of Arnold Boone. 
in Friends’ meeting, at Providence, R. I, 
on the 16th instant, Samuet J. Gummerr, to Apsy, 
youngest daughter of John Griscom, all of Providence. 
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Diep, on the 13th ult. at his residence in Hector, 
Tompkins county, New York, Jessze Mexeex, in the 
5lst year of his age, of a lingering illness, and but a 
few days’ confinement, breathing his last as one fall- 
ing into a sweet sleep. He was an elder, and an ex. 
emplary and useful member of the Society of Friends, 
and has left a good savour behind him. 
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